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Photo I, Photo You

28 JANUARY - 28 MARCH 2010
(Private View - 27 January)

Exhibiting artists: Stefania Batoeva, Olga Chernysheva, Igor Eskinja, Anna
Jermolaewa, Vikenti Komitski, JGn Mancuska, Boris Mikhailov, Kiril Prashkov, Anri Sala
and Nebojsa Seri¢ Shoba.

Calvert22 is delighted to present Photo |, Photo You, the fourth exhibition at the
contemporary art space in Shoreditch. Curated by lara Boubnova, the exhibition will
present works by leading Russian and Eastern European artists who invite the viewer
to reconsider, revisit and rediscover what they think they know through a series of
mixed media works.

What is known as Eastern Europe, the countries that made up the old Soviet Union
together with the former Yugoslavia and East Germany, is no longer seen as the
infamous site of the failed Russian Empire but more as an extension of the West.
Twenty years after the fall of the Berlin Wall, Eastern Europe perhaps seems to have
forsaken the right to be interesting as a geopolitical whole. What used to be Eastern
Europe’s defining factor, Socialism and belonging or not belonging to the Soviet
sphere of influence, is what makes a revisiting of the region and its ideologies most
interesting for these artists, for whom their experience has inevitably informed their
practice.

Photo |, Photo You aims to trigger a double-take on the East of Europe, focusing on
artworks by leading contemporary artists whose origin and inspiration come from the
region, and who lead us to reconsider what is presented. These works allow the
viewer to recognise what they might think they know in a new way. In this way,
nothing is obvious, nothing is what is seems to be, and nothing is how we thought it
would be when we first looked at it.

Through photography, video, found and ready-made objects, the artists in Photo |,
Photo You use means that maintain close links to reality and its people, locations and
buildings. In so doing, they find a lighter and more delicate context for concrete
impressions and experiences.

‘We tend to see the other in terms of cliché, established patterns of habit or random
memories from the guidebooks or the media, yet most of the things in the world that
we think we know, in fact demand a second glance. The known demands attention
just as much as the unknown.’ lara Boubnova



Notes to editors:

lara Boubnova Biography

lara Boubnova is a curator and art critic. Since 1984 she has been Curator of the
Department for East European Art at the National Gallery for Foreign Art, Sofia. In
1995 she founded the Institute of Contemporary Art, Sofia.

In 2009 Boubnova curated “From Ideology to Economy. Bulgarian Contemporary Art
20 Years Later” at the State Central Museum of Contemporary History of Russia,
Moscow (with Maria Vassileva); “Common History and its Personal Stories”, at MUSA,
Vienna; and “Liquid Frontiers” as a part of “Europe XXL" in Lille.

Previously she co-curated “History in Present Tense” as part of “Footnotes on
Geopolitics, Market and Amnesia” at the 2nd Moscow Bienniale (2007); “Joy” at
Casino Luxembourg and “Dialectics of Hope”, at the 1st Moscow Bienniale (both
2005); Manifesta 4, Frankfurt am Main (2002). She curated and organised the
Bulgarian national participations at the 48th Venice Biennale (1999); the 3rd Biennial
in Cetinje, Montenegro (1997); the 4th St. Petersburg Biennial (1996); the 4th Istanbul
Biennial (1995); and the 22nd Sao Paulo Biennial (1994).

About Calvert22

Calvert22 opened in London’s East End in May 2009 and is London’s first not-for-profit
foundation specialising in contemporary art from Russia and Eastern Europe. Founded
by Russian art collector and economist Nonna Materkova, and under the artistic
direction of David Thorp, Calvert22 presents four curated exhibitions each year, with
the aim of promoting Russia and Eastern Europe’s rich contemporary art culture.

Visitor Information

Address: 22 Calvert Avenue, London E2 7JP

Opening Hours: Wednesday — Saturday: 10am — 6pm; Sunday: 11am — 5pm
Admission: Free

Contact: +44 (0) 20 7613 2141 | info@calvert22.org

Nearest Tube: Old St / Liverpool St

Website: www.calvert22.org
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