VV: Nonna, what are you hoping
to achieve with Calvert22? Do
you want to change perceptions of
Russian art abroad, or are you more
interested in giving Russian artists
a platform to show their work in
London?

NM: Since Calvert22 opened in
May 2009, our ethos and aims
have continuously developed and
evolved, however the central goal
remains the same: to promote art
from Russia and Eastern Europe
and to help young artists and cu-
rators establish themselves on the
international stage. As a Russian
citizen myself, 'm aware that the
West's view of Russian art isn’t in
keeping with the diverse and so-
phisticated cultural scene I know
and love. So I hope that Calvert22
will go some way to redressing this
misconception. So far, we've been
presenting a programme of exhibi-

tions showcasing both established
and emerging artists, and we are
now starting to create an educa-
tion and events programme to run
alongside that. It's important to me
that as a not-for-profit foundation,
Calvert22 retains its curatorial
freedom, and my ultimate aim is
for us to enable cultural exchanges
between East and West.

VV: What is your opinion of the
contemporary art scene in Russia?
Do you see a lot of exciting work
there at the moment?

NM: 1 think Russian art has
changed a lot in recent years, es-
pecially the generation of artists
born just before or even after the
fall of the Berlin Wall. They are
experimenting with new forms,
new ideas, all free of stereotypes
which characterised the previous
relationship with Western culture.

22

VV Yezo evt xomeau dobumbvcs,
cozdasan Calvert 22? Hamenumn
GOCNpUIMILE PYCCKo20 UCKYCeMoa
3a pyGesicom uatt npedocmasurmny
poccuiickum  xydoxcuuram  Gui-
emasownyio naouadiy ¢ Jlondo-
ne?

HM: C rex 1op, kax Calvert22 ot-
KPbUICS B Mae 2009 roja, Haim

e/ 1 HJICAUIbI HEIIPECTAHHO Me-

HAJINCH, HO IJIABHAA HAIA 3ajia-

4a OCTABAJIACH HEM3MEHHOI: 1IPO-
MOyTHPOBaTH HEKyCCTBO Poccin 1
Bocrounoii Epponst # nomorars
MOJIOZIBIM  XY/IOXKHHKAM M Kypa-
Topam
HapoHoii apene. fl cama rpax-
fanka Pocenu o 1IpeKpacHo 1mo-

BePIAIACTCA Ha MER/IY-

HUMAIO, UTO NPE/ICTABJICHHE, CJI0-
JKHMBILIEECS] O POCCHHCKOM HCK}

crBe Ha 3anaze, He COOTBETCTBY-
€T TOMY BBICOKOMY YPOBHIO H TOMY
PASHOOBPABIIO, KOTOPHIE CIOHKH-

ek B Poccun cerofist u KOTopbe

N




